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3. FLOORS, WALLS AND CEILINGS
All walls, floors and ceilings shall be constructed of materials that will
permit frequent cleansing or washing, or disinfection necessary for the
safe care of patients, and shall be free of cracks or open spaces so as
to prevent the entrance and harborage of rodents, insects, etc.
4. FIRE PROTECTION
For the purpose of these regulations, a room in which any of the
hydrocarbon anesthetic gases or any of the other compounds are stored
or used, is to be considered a hazardous area. The hazardous area may
be considered as extending for a horizontal distance of ten feet and a
height of seven feet above the floor outside of any door opening into
such a room.
Every effort shall be made to eliminate all fire hazards in connection
with the building by complying with the requirements set forth in the
following section relating to construction, wiring and heating.
All hospitals of more than 25 beds and more than one story in height
shall be constructed with a reasonable degree of fire safety. The fire
resistive rating shall comply with the Building Code recommended by
the National Board of Fire Underwriters: For load bearing walls and
partitions, 3 hours; for non-load bearing walls and partitions, 1 hour;
for floors and roof, 2 hours; and for closures to stairs, elevators, and
other vertical openings, 2 hours.
a. Hazardous Elements of Construction
Chimneys, flues, and stovepipes shall be constructed and installed
in accordance with the National Building Code as recommended by
the National Board of Fire Underwriters.        4
Chimneys, flues, and stovepipes must be thoroughly cleaned once a
year.
When steam, hot water or stovepipes pass through walls or ceilings
or are placed nearer than two inches to woodwork or any other com-
bustible material, pipes must be protected by a suitable fire resistive
shield. All joints must be riveted and properly supported.
Dampers shall be installed on all ventilating systems. Dampers,
shall be constructed with fusible links.
Laundry chutes and dumb-waiter shafts shall be lined with fireproof
material and have close-fitting doors also lined with fireproof material
Shafts shall not terminate in an attic.
Elevator shafts shall be enclosed with fireproof material.
Incinerators must be constructed and installed in accordance with
the manufacturers directions.
Hospitals maintaining and operating laundries shall provide venti-
lation for the elimination of steam and odors from patient areas.
b. Fire Fighting Apparatus
For each 2500 square feet of area or fractional part thereof, there
shall be provided an efficient approved fire extinguisher or wet stand-
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